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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3 
November 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 3 November 2008 have been fully considered. 

3. Applicant amended the independent claims to require "moving the content cards 
along a parametric curve, a shape of the parametric curve changing in response to a 
movement of the selection indicator." Applicant argues that Sciammarella '848 does not 
teach these limitations, but this argument is unpersuasive. 

4. As previously cited, Sciammarella '848 teaches moving content cards along a 
parametric curve in the shape of a helix. Fig. 4. Sciammarella '848 further teaches 
changing the shape of the parametric curve in response to a movement of a selection 
indicator by contracting the helix's radius when several content cards are scrolled in 
succession. Para. [0081]. Therefore, the previous rejections meet the amended claims, 
and are upheld. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

2. Claims 22-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sciammarella '848 (US 2002/0033848). 



Claim 22: Sciammarella discloses a display processing apparatus for performing 
a process for displaying content information that is classified into genres 
(displaying information about data files in audio or image genres [Abstract]), the 
display processing apparatus comprising: 

• content display data generating means for performing a process for 
configuring content cards recording content information according to the 
number of content items (thumbnail cards recording file name, size, date 
information for each file [Figs 1-4]), displaying a card group including a 
plurality of content cards corresponding to the number of content items as 
a card group that indicates only the presence of content with the content 
information being hidden (displaying thumbnails representing the number 
of files, the content information 26 visible for only the selected thumbnail 
25' [Fig 4]), and 
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• displaying a content item selected by a user-operable selection indicator in 
a portion adjacent to the card group with the content information being 
displayed (the selected thumbnail 25' with content information 26 [Fig 4]); 
and 

• wherein the content information is continuously displayed according to a 
user selection operation (focus outline continuously displays the selected 
thumbnail [0050] along with content information [Fig 4]), and the content 
display data generating means is configured to perform a process for 
moving the content cards along a parametric curve (a helix [Fig 4]), a 
shape of the parametric curve changing in response to a movement of the 
selection indicator [para 0081]. 

In a separate embodiment, Sciammarella further discloses: 

• display data generating means for performing a process for displaying 
genres corresponding displayed content information and displaying the 
genre of the selected content information as being displayed (genre bar 
along bottom edge of the screen [Fig 31], "Images" near the top right 
corner to indicate the selected genre [Fig 31]). 

It would have been obvious to have combined the display embodiments for the 
purpose of allowing the user to more easily select the genre of content for display 
and to see the currently displayed genre while using the helix display method [Fig 
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Claim 23, depending on claim 22: Sciammarella further discloses wherein the 
content display data generating means is configured to perform a process for 
determining the manner in which each of the content cards is displayed 
depending on the relative position of the selection indicator in the card group (the 
thumbnails are scaled based on their placement within the sequence of 
thumbnails in relation to the selected thumbnail [Fig 4] [0057]). 

Claim 24, depending on claim 22: Sciammarella further discloses wherein the 
content display data generating means is configured to determine the manner in 
which each of the content cards is displayed depending on the relative position of 
the selection indicator in the card group (the thumbnails are overlaid based on 
their placement within the sequence of thumbnails in relation to the selected 
thumbnail [Fig 2] [0055]), and 

is configured to perform a display process in which a content card at a 
position close to the selection indicator is set to an angle at which the content 
information is displayed and a content card at a position far from the selection 
indicator is set to an angle at which the content information is hidden (filename 
content information 31 is displayed for thumbnails 23 close to the selected 
thumbnail 25 but hidden for those far away, i.e. off the edge of the screen [Fig 
2]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,195 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2427 

Claim 25, depending on claim 22: Sciammarella further discloses wherein the 
content display data generating means is configured to perform a process for 
moving the content cards along a parametric curve (along a helix [Fig 4] [0059]) 
and displaying a content item selected by the selection indicator at a position on 
the parametric curve apart from the card group with the content information being 
displayed (displaying the selected image content item with the content 
information [Fig 19] [0088]). 

Claim 26: Sciammarella discloses a display processing method for performing a 
process for displaying content information that is classified into genres 
(displaying information about data files in audio or image genres [Abstract]), the 
display processing method comprising: 

• configuring content cards recording content information according to the 
number of content items (thumbnail cards recording file name, size, date 
information for each file [Figs 1-4]) and displaying a card group including a 
plurality of content cards corresponding to the number of content items as 
a card group that indicates only the presence of content with the content 
information being hidden (displaying thumbnails representing the number 
of files, the content information 26 visible for only the selected thumbnail 
25- [Fig 4]); 

• displaying a content item selected by a user-operable selection indicator in 
a portion adjacent to the card group with the content information being 
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displayed (tlie selected thumbnail 25' with content information 26 [Fig 4]); 
and 

• wherein the content information is continuously displayed according to a 
user selection operation (focus outline continuously displays the selected 
thumbnail [0050] along with content information [Fig 4]) by moving the 
content cards along a parametric curve (a helix [Fig 4]), a shape of the 
parametric curve changing in response to a movement of the selection 
indicator [para 0081]. 

In a separate embodiment, Sciammarella further discloses: 

• displaying genres corresponding to displayed content information and 
displaying the genre of the selected content information as being 
displayed (genre bar along bottom edge of the screen [Fig 31], "Images" 
near the top right corner to indicate the selected genre [Fig 31]). 

It would have been obvious to have combined the display embodiments for the 
purpose of allowing the user to more easily select the genre of content for display 
and to see the currently displayed genre while using the helix display method [Fig 
4]. 

Claim 27, depending on claim 26: Sciammarella further discloses performing a 
process for determining the manner in which each of the content cards is 
displayed depending on the relative position of the selection indicator in the card 
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group (the thumbnails are scaled based on their placement within the sequence 
of thumbnails in relation to the selected thumbnail [Fig 4] [0057]). 



Claim 28, depending on claim 26: Sciammarella further discloses wherein the 
display processing method comprises determining a manner in which each of the 
content cards is displayed depending on the relative position of the selection 
indicator in the card group (the thumbnails are overlaid based on their placement 
within the sequence of thumbnails in relation to the selected thumbnail [Fig 2] 
[0055]), and performs a display process in which a content card at a position 
close to the selection indicator is set to an angle at which the content information 
is displayed and a content card at a position far from the selection indicator is set 
to an angle at which the content information is hidden (filename content 
information 31 is displayed for thumbnails 23 close to the selected thumbnail 25 
but hidden for those far away, i.e. off the edge of the screen [Fig 2]). 



Claim 29, depending on claim 26: Sciammarella further discloses wherein the 
display processing method performs a process for moving the content cards 
along a parametric curve (along a helix [Fig 4] [0059]) and displaying a content 
item selected by the selection indicator at a position on the parametric curve 
apart from the card group with the content information being displayed 
(displaying the selected image content item with the content information [Fig 19] 
[0088]). 
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Claim 30: Sciammarella discloses a computer readable medium encoded with a 
computer program for performing a process for displaying content information 
that is classified into genres (displaying information about data files in audio or 
Image genres [Abstract]), the computer program comprising: 

• a step of configuring content cards recording content information 
according to the number of content items (thumbnail cards recording file 
name, size, date information for each file [Figs 1-4]) and displaying a card 
group including a plurality of content cards corresponding to the number of 
content items as a card group that indicates only the presence of content 
with the content information being hidden (displaying thumbnails 
representing the number of files, the content information 26 visible for only 
the selected thumbnail 25' [Fig 4]); 

• a step of displaying a content item selected by a user- operable selection 
indicator in a portion adjacent to the card group with the content 
information being displayed (the selected thumbnail 25' with content 
information 26 [Fig 4]); and 

• wherein the content information is continuously displayed according to a 
user selection operation (focus outline continuously displays the selected 
thumbnail [0050] along with content information [Fig 4]) by moving the 
content cards along a parametric curve (a helix [Fig 4]), a shape of the 
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parametric curve clianging in response to a movement of the selection 
indicator [para 0081]. 
In a separate embodiment, Sciammarella furtlier discloses: 

• a step of displaying genres corresponding to displayed content information 
and displaying the genre of the selected content information as being 
displayed (genre bar along bottom edge of the screen [Fig 31], "Images" 
near the top right corner to indicate the selected genre [Fig 31]). 
It would have been obvious to have combined the display embodiments for the 
purpose of allowing the user to more easily select the genre of content for display 
and to see the currently displayed genre while using the helix display method [Fig 
4]. 

3. Claims 31 -36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sciammarella '848 (US 2002/0033848) in view of Sciammarella '940 (US 6281940). 

Claims 31 , 33, and 35: Sciammarella '848 does not further disclose wherein 
the genre is based on an electronic program guide. 

Sciammarella '940 discloses a graphical user interface that is similar to the 
'848 reference's GUI. The '848 GUI is used to preview image and audio files 
[Abstract], whereas the '940 GUI is used to preview broadcast media programs 
[Abstract]. The '940 GUI is thus an electronic program guide [Figs 4 and 7a-c] by 
virtue of comprising selectable broadcast media channels. 
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It would have been obvious to have modified the '848 reference's GUI to have 
been an EPG, the genres thus being selectable via the ERG and therefore 
"based on" an EPG, for the purpose of previewing and displaying additional types 
of media such as broadcast media for selection ['940 col. 1 , 1. 17-19]. 

Claims 32, 34, and 36: Sciammarella '848 does not further disclose wherein 
the genres include news and drama. 

Sciammarella '940 discloses that genres such as movies or news [col. 6, 1. 
19-28] may include subgenres such as drama [col. 2, 1. 27-32]. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to modify the genres of Sciammarella 
'848 (e.g. movies ['848 Fig 31]) to comprise the "news" genre and subgenres 
such as drama, for the purpose of further categorizing broadcast programs, thus 
allowing easier selection of a desired type of program. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bennett Ingvoldstad whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3431 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571 ) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason P Salce/ 01/13/2009 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 



/Bennett Ingvoldstad/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



